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Undergraduate examination results statistics 2011 
 

Notes to statistical tables 
 
 

1. Changes to 2011 tables 
 
1.1. The ‘Examination results statistics’ publication has been restructured in order to 
include new tables and make data easier to find.  
 
1.2. The key changes introduced in 2011 are: 
 

a. Examination results are presented in four sections: time series, overall 
university results, results by college, and results by bio-demographic factors. 
 

b. The bio-demographic tables include a new table, which gives a breakdown by 
type of school attended prior to entry to Cambridge. The tables giving a 
further breakdown of ethnicity and disability by year of entry are no longer 
published. 
 

c. Classified and unclassified Tripos examination results are presented in 
separate tables – previously the results for Part III of the Mathematical Tripos, 
Part II of the Manufacturing Engineering Tripos and Part IIB of the 
Engineering Tripos were re-coded into classes and included in the main 
Tripos results tables. 
 

d. The results presented are for undergraduate-level examinations only: the 
results for the LL.M. examination are no longer included. 
 

e. Additional tables are included to give a more comprehensive presentation of 
results for unclassified examinations. 

 
1.3. Appendix 1 gives a mapping of pre-2011 tables to the new ones and details all 
the changes that have been made to each individual table. 
 
 

2. General notes 
 
2.1. The tables are compiled in July and do not reflect any amendments to the results 
made at a later date. 
 
2.2. All of the tables exclude: 
 

a. Candidates for all postgraduate-level examinations. The exceptions are 
integrated masters programmes in: Chemical Engineering (Part IIB: Chemical 
Engineering Tripos); Engineering (Part IIB: Engineering Tripos); 
Manufacturing Engineering (Part II: Manufacturing Engineering); Mathematics 
(Part III: Mathematical Tripos);  Natural Sciences (Part III: Biochemistry, Part 
III: Chemistry, Part III: Experimental and Theoretical Physics, Part III: 
Geological Sciences, Part III: History and Philosophy of Science, Part III: 
Materials Science, and Part III: Systems Biology). 
 

b. Candidates for all undergraduate-level diploma and certificate examinations. 
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c. Candidates who took examinations as candidates 'not for honours' (this 
category is not confined to, but includes all incoming exchange and other 
visiting students and Cambridge graduates reading Triposes). 
 

d. Candidates for oral examinations in Modern and Medieval Languages, Asian 
and Middle Eastern Studies and Oriental Studies. 

 
e. Candidates for the Mus.B. examination. 

 
f. Candidates for the examination in Law for European Students. 

 
g. Candidates who were not classed and were still awaiting a decision from the 

Applications Committee at the time these tables were produced. 
 
2.3. The heading 'Other results' in all tables includes but does not differentiate 
between: 
 

a. Candidates who failed their examinations. 
 

b. Candidates who have received allowances (deemed to have deserved 
honours (DDH) or granted an allowance towards the Ordinary degree or have 
been permitted to take a reduced number of examinations) by the 
Applications Committee of the Council. Allowances may be granted to 
candidates who have been ill or who have other extenuating circumstances 
and have thus been prevented from taking an examination or whose 
performance has been adversely affected as a consequence. 
 

c. Candidates for Part II and Part III of Final M.B. examinations who failed any 
part of these examinations. 

 
2.4. The class obtained in each language by candidates for Part IA of the Modern 
and Medieval Languages Tripos has been counted as half a class. This explains why 
in some tables the numbers of candidates under each class division for this Tripos 
and in the totals are not whole units. 
 
 

3. Time series tables 
 
3.1. In order to maintain continuity, from 2011 the Honours examinations results are 
presented in two ways. Table TS_01a corresponds to the old Table 1a and includes 
unclassified Tripos results. In this table Part III of the Mathematical Tripos, Part II of 
the Manufacturing Engineering Tripos and Part IIB of the Engineering Tripos are re-
coded into classes as follows: 
 

a. In Part III of the Mathematical Tripos, a pass with distinction or merit has been 
recoded as Class I, and a pass as Class II division (1). 

 
b. In Part II of the Manufacturing Engineering Tripos and Part IIB of the 

Engineering Tripos, a pass with distinction has been re-coded as Class I, a 
pass with merit as Class II division (1), and a pass as Class II division (2). 

 
From 2011, a new table, Table TS_01b, has been introduced. This table excludes the 
results of unclassified Tripos examinations so that the total in this table is consistent 
with that of Table UNI_01, ‘Classified Tripos examination results’. 
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3.2. Up to and including 2010, the Certificate in Advanced Study in Mathematics 
(Part III of the Mathematical Tripos) was open to both students continuing on from 
Mathematics Part II as the fourth year of their course, as well as to direct entrants. In 
2011 this qualification was replaced by two new qualifications: students who continue 
to Part III of the Mathematical Tripos as part of an integrated masters programme are 
now aiming for a Master of Mathematics; whereas direct entrants aim for the 
postgraduate qualification, Master of Advanced Study. As a result, in 2011 there are 
fewer candidates for Part III of the Mathematical Tripos. In 2010, for example 140 
students were admitted as direct entrants to Part III. 
 
 

4. University and college tables 
 
4.1 Most of the Preliminary and Tripos examinations are classified, i.e. the names of 
successful candidates are arranged in three classes, of which the second class can 
be divided into two divisions or can remain undivided. However, there are a number 
of Preliminary and Tripos examinations that are unclassified, i.e. the names of 
successful candidates are arranged in one class and it is noted if a candidate has 
passed with distinction or merit. From 2011 the results for classified and unclassified 
Preliminary and Tripos examinations are presented in separate tables. Please see 
Appendix 2 for a full list of examinations and their type.  
 
4.2. Third-year pre-clinical medical and veterinary students are included under the 
Tripos examination for which they were entered. 
 
4.3. The following courses are in a state of transition and therefore Tripos results are 
shown under two headings: ‘Asian and Middle Eastern Studies’ and ‘Oriental 
Studies’, and ‘Education’ and ‘Education Studies’. Tables UNI_05 and UNI_06, which 
present the results by the general subject area, combine courses in the state of the 
transition under the headings: ‘Asian and Middle Eastern/Oriental Studies’ and 
‘Education/Education Studies’. 
 
4.4. New Hall has been formally renamed as Murray Edwards College in 2010-11 
and appears as such in all college tables. 
 
4.5. As LL.M. examination results are excluded from this year’s publication, two 
graduate-only colleges – Clare Hall and Darwin College – do not appear in the 
tables. 
 
 

5. Bio-demographic tables 
 
5.1. Ethnicity and disability data are as reported on the basis of the student’s 
self-assessment. 
 
5.2. The order of ethnicity and disability categories is determined by numeric codes 
used in the annual return of student data to the Higher Education Statistics Agency 
(HESA). 
 
5.3. In 2010-11 HESA introduced an updated list of disability categories with new 
numeric codes. As a result the 2010-11 intake students and those students from 
previous cohorts, who had updated their disability data since October 2010, are 
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recorded with a new set of categories and codes whilst the rest of the students retain 
old categories and codes. 
 
 

6. Further information 
 
Please note that this publication is provided for internal purposes only. Information 
relating to specific colleges will not be released without their consent, unless there is 
a legal requirement to do so.  
 
Questions about these tables or the approach to the statistics should be addressed 
to: 
 
Student Statistics Office 
Planning and Resource Allocation Office 
Greenwich House 
Madingley Rise 
Madingley Road 
Cambridge 
CB3 0TX 
 
Email: student.statistics@admin.cam.ac.uk 
Telephone: (7)60181 
 
July 2011 
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2011 UNI_11

Total

No. % No. % No.

Chemical Engineering student at M.I.T. 1 50.0% 1 50.0% 2

Economics student at M.I.T. 1 100.0% - - 1

Engineering student at M.I.T. 7 77.8% 2 22.2% 9

Engineering student at National University of Singapore 2 100.0% - - 2

Engineering student at Paris Ecole 2 100.0% - - 2

Law student at Paris II (Fourth year) 6 35.3% 11 64.7% 17

Mathematical student at M.I.T. 1 100.0% - - 1

Natural Sciences student at M.I.T. 5 71.4% 2 28.6% 7

Total 25 61.0% 16 39.0% 41

Notes:

Men Women

Table UNI_11: Number of students deemed to have obtained honours whilst studying abroad by 

gender

This table provides the results for students who have spent the year studying at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

National University of Singapore, Ècole Centrale Paris or studying in Paris as part of the Law Double Maîtrise qualification.
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2011 COL_11

Total

No. % No. % No.

Christ's College 5 100.0% - - 5

Churchill College 2 100.0% - - 2

Clare College 2 66.7% 1 33.3% 3

Emmanuel College 1 33.3% 2 66.7% 3

Fitzwilliam College 3 75.0% 1 25.0% 4

Girton College 1 100.0% - - 1

Gonville and Caius College 1 50.0% 1 50.0% 2

Homerton College 1 100.0% - - 1

Jesus College 1 100.0% - - 1

King's College - - 1 100.0% 1

Magdalene College 1 100.0% - - 1

Murray Edwards College - - 2 100.0% 2

Pembroke College - - 1 100.0% 1

Peterhouse - - 2 100.0% 2

Queens' College 1 100.0% - - 1

St Catharine's College - - 1 100.0% 1

St Edmund's College 1 100.0% - - 1

Selwyn College 1 100.0% - - 1

Sidney Sussex College 1 100.0% - - 1

Trinity College 3 50.0% 3 50.0% 6

Trinity Hall - - 1 100.0% 1

Total 25 61.0% 16 39.0% 41

Notes:

Table COL_11: Number of students deemed to have obtained honours whilst 

studying abroad by college by gender

Men Women

This table provides the results for students who have spent the year studying at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, National University of Singapore, Ècole Centrale 

Paris or studying in Paris as part of the Law Double Maîtrise qualification.
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